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                                  “OPERATION BUCKLEBEAR”   

                                          Traffic Safety  Program

                                 US Marine Corps Safety Division for Children 

                                                     and Youth Programs

                                          Pilot Study Locations:  MCAS Cherry Point, NC, and MCB Quantico, VA

BACKGROUND:

This program was selected as a result of information provided during Liberty Venture 2000), a traffic safety conference held in May of 1998.  During the conference, it was presented that children may be an effective tool for providing behavior modification techniques to both the child and adult population. 

DESIGN and METHODS:
· Identified “OPERATION BUCKLEBEAR” program, which was a result of a two year study conducted by UCLA, School of Public Health, to develop a program to change the attitudes of children and parents toward buckling up.  The “Bucklebear” character was developed by Weiner-Seaman and is exclusively distributed by the Center for Injury Prevention (CIP), a non-profit organization. The program provides material for a wide range of children, 18 months to 7 years of age (pre-toddler through elementary school).

· Two pilot tests were conducted of “Bucklebear” (MCB Quantico, VA, and MCAS Cherry Point, NC.  The program included the use of video tapes, lesson plans, and the “Bucklebear” puppet in each class room at selected USMC sites.

· Identify and determine effectiveness of preschool video and/or program to modify behaviors of preschool children to place in all USMC child care centers.

· Endorsements of the program include AAA, NHTSB, American Pediatric Association, Florida Head Start Program.

· Onsite delivery of materials to each Children and Youth Program site within USMC by USMC HQMC Safety Division including lessons learned during pilot tests.

RESULTS/MEASURES of EFFECTIVENESS:
Surveys were conducted at the child development centers.  Staff at the child development center noted if the adults/parents of the development center children were wearing a seat belt.  The survey was conducted both at the beginning of the study and at the conclusion of the study.

· First study was a three week blind test at Marine Corps Base Quantico, VA Child Development Center. The study demonstrated a 12.4% increase in adult seat belt use. No prior knowledge was provided to parents, no take home materials were provided to parents.

· Second study was a six week test at Marine Corps Air Station,  Cherry Point, NC.  This study  resulted in 20% increase in adult seat belt use. Educational and marketing materials were used by the teachers in the preschool classrooms.

· Proposed to design follow-on measurement of effectiveness of information within next FY.
PROGRAM RESOURCES:
Exclusive distributor for  “Operation Bucklebear” is the Center for Injury Prevention. Selected set cost is approximately $560.00.   Point of Contact for Center for Injury Prevention is Melissa Potocki at 1-800-344-7580 Ext.19

POINT OF CONTACT: 

US Marine Headquarters

(703) 614-1202 DSN 224-1202

PrattAm@hqmc.usmc.mil

