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CFRP 01 Oct 2005

Date

NHXXXXNOTE 6000

From:
Commanding Officer

To: 
Distribution

Subj:
RESPONSE PLAN FOR AVIAN INFLUENZA

Ref: 
(a) BUMED MSG


(b) CDC website on Avian Flu


(c) BUMEDDINST 6220.12A

(d) NHXXX Infection Control Manual

Encl: 
(1) TMA Policy Letter of 21 Sept 2004

1.  Purpose. To provide planning and response guidance for Avian Influenza as required by reference (a).  Reference (b) provides additional information on the topic.

2.  Background.  A novel strain of influenza, Avian or “bird flu”, H5N1, has emerged in Southeast Asia.  Health experts are concerned that this strain could mutate into a pandemic strain which would tax our medical resources. There is currently no vaccine, and chemoprophylaxis options are limited.  

3.  Action.  Effective upon signing, the following taskings are made. 

     a.    Director for Ancillary Services

(1) Ensure Preventive Medicine Department, in conjunction with Chairman, Infection Control Committee, provides surveillance for avian influenza.   This should include liaison with local public health agencies for avian influenza surveillance and response. 

(2) Upon identification of suspected cases of avian influenza, ensure appropriate reporting required by enclosure (1) and reference (c), including command leadership notification. 

(3) Ensure Laboratory Services Department has capabilities to transfer samples of suspected avian influenza to reference laboratories noted in enclosure (1).

(4) Be prepared to have Pharmacy Department dispense anti-viral medications when allocated by higher authority.

    b.  Director of Clinical Services/Medical Services/Senior Medical Officer  


(1)  Brief clinical providers on avian influenza, using material in enclosure (1) and appropriate infection control procedures.
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   c.  Senior Nursing Executive

(1)  Brief nursing staff personnel on avian influenza, using material in enclosure (1) and appropriate infection control procedures.

    d.  Chairman, Infection Control Committee
(1) In conjunction with Director for Ancillary Services provide surveillance and response for avian influenza using enclosure (1) as guidance.

(2) Review and update reference (d), command infection control manual, to include guidance for avian influenza using enclosure (1) as a reference.  This includes appropriate handling of patients suspected to have avian influenza.

e. Director, Outlying Clinics(As Appropriate)
(1) Incorporate planning for avian influenza response into outlying clinics, including liaison with supported line commanders.     

(2) Provide liaison with supported line commanders in outlying bases on risk and response for an outbreak of avian influenza.

f. Coordinating Instructions

(1) The Executive Officer is responsible for coordinating this response

(2) After hours, the command duty officer shall coordinate response pending recall of personnel as needed.

(3) The public affairs officer shall coordinate media inquiries.

I. B. Skipper
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