Anthrax Immunization Update

The Secretary of Defense reintroduced the Anthrax Vaccine Immunization Program (AVIP) on June 28, 2002, based on the Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) recent approval of renovations to the  manufacturer ‘s facility.  The FDA also determined that the current vaccine is safe and effective in protecting against all forms of Anthrax infection, a scientific conclusion also supported by the Institute of Medicine.  

Current Navy policy is set forth in CNO message 211314ZOCT02.  A summary of the message is as follows:

· Two priority groups are to begin or continue the anthrax vaccination series:

· Priority Group 1:  Designated Special Mission Units and personnel involved in research and Anthrax vaccine manufacturing.

· Priority Group 2:  Personnel assigned to or deployed in higher threat areas of Southwest Asia for more than 15 consecutive days.

· Personnel in Priority Group 1 or 2 who previously began the anthrax vaccine series will resume the series where they left off.

· Personnel within 90 days of transfer or redeployment of high threat areas will not be required to begin the vaccine series.

· Personnel who commence the anthrax vaccine series while in high threat areas and subsequently depart shall complete the series.

· Personnel flying in the vertical airspace over high threat areas shall not be vaccinated unless they are based ashore for more than 15 days in high threat areas.

· Port visits for the sole purpose of leave or liberty shall not be a basis for beginning or continuing the anthrax vaccination series.

Medical personnel are to become familiar with the resources at the DoD Anthrax Vaccine Implementation Program website at http://www.anthrax.mil/education/clinician/clinicians.asp and the National Academy of Sciences report on Anthrax at http://www.nap.edu/html/anthrax.

If unsure if your unit is in a priority group, point of contact for clarification is LCDR Celia Quivers, (CNO 931) at (703)601-1716, DSN 329-1716 or via e-mail at quivers.celia@hq.navy.mil. 

