Medical Event Reporting:  Who What Where…


Is your unit up to speed on reporting medical event reports?  Since 1998 the Navy Environmental Health Center (NEHC) has been collecting reportable disease information electronically through the Navy Disease Reporting System (NDRS).  Electronic reporting has allowed for faster flow of information and more robust analysis of medical trends throughout the fleet and Marine Corps.


Medical Event Reports (MER) of certain conditions such as tuberculosis, heat illness, and STDs are routinely collected from Navy and Marine Corps medical departments.  Medical Event data is monitored closely for mission-degrading health problems.  This surveillance allows Navy Medicine to quickly employ preventive measures when medical event rates begin to rise.  Timely and complete reporting helps to focus resources where they’re needed most and is critical to identify emerging threats to Navy and Marine Corps personnel.  

Which diseases need to be reported?

BUMED Instruction 6220.1A contains a list of 78 reportable diseases.  Any clinic, ship, or other health care provider that diagnoses a patient with one of these conditions is required to submit a MER.  MERs should be submitted for reportable diseases that are either suspected or confirmed.

 
MERs are, however, not strictly limited to the 78 reportable diseases.  Unusual conditions not specifically on the list may also be reported.  Unusual conditions may be those that don’t normally occur in a certain geographic area or during a certain time of year.  Reporting could also be considered for conditions with unusual antibiotic resistant patterns.  Common disease outbreaks (such as food-borne or viral gastro-enteritis) should also be reported through NDRS using the "outbreak report" feature.  

How should MERs be submitted?

The best way to submit MERs is electronically through NDRS.  NDRS can be downloaded through the NEHC website at:  

http://www-nehc.med.navy.mil/prevmed/epi/ndrs.htm.  

Medical event reports are individually entered and stored in the NDRS program.  Upon command, NDRS sends batches of Medical Event Reports to NEPMU2 via email.  All medical Units are required to submit medical event reports by the 1st of each month (within 24 hours for urgent conditions).  However, more frequent reporting is strongly encouraged.  In fact, some units submit MERs daily.  If electronic reporting is impossible, use phone or fax. 

What happens to MERs once they’re submitted?

MERs are reviewed by NEPMU2 preventive medicine personnel.  This information allows NEPMU2 to monitor local disease occurrence and to ensure that any necessary actions are taken.  Any details (i.e. treatment, family or daycare exposures, diet history, others sick within the same unit or household, etc.) that are added to MERs are extremely helpful.  Once reviewed by NEPMU2, MERs are sent to NEHC. There they are combined with medical event data from all of the NEPMUs and monitored for changes in disease occurrence and completeness of reporting.

Please contact NEPMU2 for any questions regarding disease reporting or for assistance in getting NDRS up and running at your command.

POC:  LT Craig Zinderman, MC    Preventive Medicine Officer, NEPMU2


757-444-7671 x3049; DSN (564); Email:  zindermanc@nepmu2.navy.med.mil.

Send MERs to:  epi-nepmu2-nor@mar.med.navy.mil.


Or Fax to: 757-444-1191;  DSN (564)

Further information can also be obtained from NEHC's NDRS webpage at:

http://www-nehc.med.navy.mil/prevmed/epi/ndrs.htm.

