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SUBJ/ANTHRAX VACCINE IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM (AVIP) ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE

//

NARR/REF A ANNOUNCED RESUMPTION OF AVIP. REF B PROVIDED MEDICAL

GUIDANCE FOR IMMUNIZING WOMEN OF CHILDBEARING AGE. REF C

PROVIDED NAVAL SERVICE POLICY FOR AVIP. REF D GAVE GUIDANCE

FOR MANAGING PERSONS WITH REACTIONS TO ANTHRAX VACCINE.//

RMKS/1.  THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN COORDINATED WITH THE COMMANDANT OF

THE MARINE CORPS.  THE COMMANDANT HAS AUTHORIZED TRANSMISSION TO

MARINE CORPS ACTIVITIES.

2. PER REF A, THE ANTHRAX VACCINE IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM (AVIP) HAS

RESUMED.  I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO CONVEY THE
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IMPORTANCE OF AVIP AS A KEY COMPONENT OF A COMMANDER'S FORCE

PROTECTION PROGRAM TO DETER AND MITIGATE AGAINST OUR FORCES

BEING SUCCESSFULLY ATTACKED WITH ANTHRAX.  AS MEDICAL DEPARTMENT

PERSONNEL OUR ROLE IS TO SUPPORT THE FLEET AND FLEET MARINE FORCE

IMPLEMENTATION OF AVIP.  WE NEED TO ENSURE THAT WE IMPLEMENT THE

PROGRAM WITH THE GOAL OF FULLY INFORMING OUR PATIENTS AND TAKING

THE TIME TO ANSWER THEIR QUESTIONS COMPLETELY. SPECIFICALLY, WE

MUST DO THE FOLLOWING:

3. COMMUNICATE THE FOLLOWING POINTS AT EVERY APPROPRIATE

OPPORTUNITY:

A. AVIP EXISTS BECAUSE THE ANTHRAX THREAT IS REAL, AND THE ANTHRAX

VACCINE PROTECTS OUR PEOPLE AGAINST THAT THREAT.

B. THE ANTHRAX VACCINE HAS BEEN DETERMINED TO BE SAFE AND

EFFECTIVE BY MULTIPLE SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY GROUPS.

C. WHILE MINOR REACTIONS TO THE VACCINE DO OCCUR FREQUENTLY (E.G.

LOCAL REDNESS AND SWELLING, AND TENDER NODULES UNDER THE SKIN),

MAJOR ADVERSE REACTIONS ARE EXTREMELY RARE.

4. IT IS DOD AND NAVAL SERVICE POLICY NOT TO ADMINISTER ANTHRAX

VACCINE TO WOMEN WHO ARE PREGNANT OR WHO COULD BE PREGNANT. IAW

REF B, BEFORE ADMINISTERING ANTHRAX VACCINE TO A WOMAN OF
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CHILDBEARING AGE, ASK - IN A PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL MANNER -

WHETHER SHE IS, OR COULD POSSIBLY BE PREGNANT.  IF SHE IS, COULD

BE, OR ISN'T CERTAIN THAT SHE IS NOT PREGNANT, DEFER IMMUNIZATION

PENDING A MEDICAL EVALUATION. FURTHER DETAILS ARE FOUND IN REF B.

5. HISTORY OF ADVERSE REACTIONS. IF A PERSON WHO IS SCHEDULED TO

RECEIVE A DOSE OF ANTHRAX VACCINE STATES THAT HE OR SHE HAD A

SERIOUS ADVERSE EFFECT FROM A PREVIOUS DOSE OF THE VACCINE,

DOCUMENT THE HISTORY IN THE HEALTH RECORD AND REFER THE PERSON TO

A CREDENTIALED HEALTH CARE PROVIDER. IF THE HISTORY IS CONSISTENT

WITH A POTENTIALLY SERIOUS REACTION IN THE PAST, CONSULT A MILITARY

MEDICAL SPECIALIST FOR ASSISTANCE IN DETERMINING THE BEST COURSE

OF ACTION. INFECTIOUS DISEASE AND ALLERGY/IMMUNOLOGY SPECIALISTS,

AS WELL AS THE WALTER REED NATIONAL VACCINE HEALTHCARE CENTER,

ARE AVAILABLE FOR CONSULTATIONS. CONTACT WRNVHC AT (202)782-0411

OR DSN:662-0411.

6. ADVERSE REACTIONS.

A. MANAGE POSSIBLE ADVERSE EVENTS AFTER ANTHRAX VACCINATION IAW

DETAILED CLINICAL GUIDELINES AVAILABLE AT HTTP:/WWW.ANTHRAX.MIL.

IF WWW ACCESS IS NOT PRACTICAL, ANTHRAX DOCUMENTS CAN BE OBTAINED

FROM NAVY ENVIRONMENTAL AND PREVENTIVE MEDICINE UNITS OR FROM MEF

PAGE 04 RUENAAA3811 UNCLAS

PREVENTIVE MEDICINE OFFICERS.

B. REPORT ADVERSE EVENTS IAW REF C AND REF D. IF A PERSON BELIEVES

HE OR SHE HAS HAD AN ADVERSE EVENT RELATED TO ANTHRAX VACCINE AND

DESIRES TO REPORT IT, ASSIST THAT PERSON IN FILLING OUT AND

SUBMITTING A VAERS-1 FORM, EVEN IF YOU DO NOT CONSIDER THE EVENT

TO BE RELATED. SEND A COPY OF THE VAERS-1 TO NAVY ENVIRONMENTAL

HEALTH CENTER, PREVENTIVE MEDICINE DIRECTORATE, 620 JOHN PAUL

JONES CIRCLE, SUITE 1100, PORTSMOUTH VA 23708. TEL:(757)953-0710

OR -0707, DSN:377-0710 OR -0707.

7. DOCUMENTATION. DOCUMENT ALL DOSES OF ANTHRAX VACCINE IAW REF C.

DOCUMENT VACCINE LOT NUMBER AND EDITION DATE OF CDC VACCINE

INFORMATION STATEMENT, IN ADDITION TO OTHER REQUIRED INFORMATION.

NAVMED 6230/4 ACCOMMODATES ALL REQUIRED DATA FIELDS. ALSO RECORD

ALL ANTHRAX VACCINE DOSES IN SAMS OR RAMIS (SUCCESSOR TO RSTARS).

8. NAVY POINTS OF CONTACT FOR DOCUMENTS AND CLINICAL INFORMATION:

A. NAVENPVTMEDU TWO NORFOLK VA TEL:(757)444-7671/DSN:564-7671;

B. NAVENPVTMEDU FIVE SAN DIEGO CA TEL:(619)556-7070/DSN: 526-7070;

C. NAVENPVTMEDU SIX PEARL HARBOR HI (808)473-0555/DSN:473-0555;

D. NAVENPVTMEDU SEVEN SIGONELLA IT TEL:39-095-56-4101/DSN: 624-4101.

9. DIRECT PROGRAM POLICY QUESTIONS TO:
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A. FOR NAVY: LCDR C. A. QUIVERS, CNO N931D5, (703)601-1716,

DSN:329-1716, FAX: 2010, EMAIL:

QUIVERS.CELIA@HQ.NAVY.MIL(UNCLASSIFIED),

QUIVERS.CELIA@CNO.NAVY.SMIL.MIL(CLASSIFIED).

B. FOR MARINE CORPS: CAPT KEN SCHOR, HQMC/HS, (703)614-4477,

DSN:224-4477.

10. VADM COWAN SENDS.//
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