JAPANESE ENCEPHALITIS VIRUS (JEV) VACCINE



Japanese Encephalitis Virus is an acute infectious viral disease. The disease is fatal in 25% of cases and leaves residual neurologic deficits in 30% of cases.

Mosquitoes spread the virus from reservoir hosts (usually domesticated pigs and wading birds). JEV is the leading cause of encephalitis in Asia, occurring with the highest frequency in China, Korea, the Indian subcontinent and Southeast Asia. It occurs with lower frequency in Japan, southeastern Russia, Hong Kong, Singapore, Taiwan, and parts of Oceana.

Most infections are asymptomatic; mild cases often occur as a febrile headache or aseptic meningitis. 

Signs and Symptoms of severe infections include:

· Sudden Onset
(
Headache

· High fever
(
Chills

· Stiff neck
(
Nausea and vomiting

· Stupor, disorientation, tremors

The JEV vaccine is a sterile, inactivated virus vaccine prepared from infected mouse brains. It contains the preservative Thimerosal.

JE-VAXR (BikenR)

· Dose: Three 1.0 ml subcutaneous injections given at days 0, 7 and 30.

· Booster: Single 1.0 ml subcutaneous injection every 3 years.

· Do not give to infants under 1 year of age.

1) All Military members in a ready status who may deploy to endemic areas. This includes all personnel assigned to Marine Forces in Okinawa, Japan and Korea. 

2) 
Vaccination of family members who accompany service members to Okinawa is not required before departure; check with local military treatment facility upon arrival to determine if vaccination is needed.

3) 
Travelers going to rural areas of endemic countries for more than one month.

· 20% of persons vaccinated have pain, redness and inflammation at the injection site.

· 10% of persons vaccinated experience systemic side effects (fever, headache, muscle pain, chills, nausea, vomiting, abdominal pain and discomfort).

· About 1 in 260 persons who receive the vaccine develop an allergic reaction that can consist of wheals, hives, respiratory distress and anaphylaxis.

· Persons receiving this vaccine should be observed for 30 minutes at the medical facility where the vaccine was administered because of the risk of allergic reactions.

· The reactions listed above can occur for up to 10 days after receiving any dose of JEV vaccine, therefore persons should remain in areas with ready access to medical for 10 days and seek medical care at the onset of any reaction.

· Reactions have been responsive to treatment with epinephrine, antihistamines and/or steroids; no data supporting prophylactic antihistamines or steroids has been collected.

· Tell your doctor what happened, the date and time it happened and when the vaccination was given.

· Ask your doctor, nurse or health department to file a Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS) form, or call VAERS yourself at 1-800-822-7967.

· Ask your doctor, nurse or corpsman. They can give you the vaccine package insert or suggest other sources of information.

· Call the local or state health department’s immunization program.

· Contact the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC): Call 1-800-232-2522 or 1-888-443-7232 or visit the National Immunization Program’s website at http://www.cdc.gov/nip.
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