YELLOW FEVER VACCINE



Yellow fever is an acute infectious viral disease. In non-immune adults, the case-fatality rate is more than 60%.

The virus is spread by mosquitoes and attacks the liver. In severe cases it causes jaundice, giving the disease its name, “Yellow Fever.” 20-50% of jaundiced cases are fatal. The World Health Organization estimates that 200,000 cases occur annually, mostly in sub-Saharan West Africa. It is also endemic in South and Central America.

Signs and Symptoms include:

· Sudden onset 
(
Fever

· Chills
(
Headache 

· Backache
(
Generalized Muscle Pain

· Prostration
(
Nausea and vomiting

Most cases resolve in 5 days. After a brief remission of hours to a day, some cases progress to an ominous stage of infection manifested by hemorrhagic symptoms that include nosebleeds, bleeding gums, vomiting of blood (coffee ground or black), black stools (melena), jaundice, and liver and renal failure.

The yellow fever vaccine is an attenuated, live-virus vaccine prepared in eggs. It contains no preservative and must be administered immediately (less than 1 hour) after reconstitution. Unused vaccine should be discarded 1 hour after reconstitution.

YF-VaxR (Connaught)

· Dose: Single 0.5 ml subcutaneous injection at least 10 days prior to exposure.

· Booster: Single 0.5 ml subcutaneous injection every 10 years.

· Do not give to infants under 4 months of age, and it should not be given to infants under 9 months of age unless at particularly high risk.

1) All Military members in a ready status who may deploy to endemic areas. This includes all personnel assigned to Fleet Marine Forces. 

2) 
Travelers going to endemic countries. This is the only internationally regulated vaccination, and validated proof of vaccination is required for entry into some countries.

· Risk of Allergic Reaction: 

· Do not give the yellow fever vaccine to people who have a history of anaphylaxis or severe allergy to eggs or egg protein.

· It can be given to those with less severe egg or feather allergies.

· Reactions to this vaccine are generally mild and include fever, headache and muscle ache. These reactions occur 5 to 14 days after immunization. Serious side effects are rare. 

· There is a rare chance that other serious problems and even death could occur after getting the vaccine. Such problems could happen after taking any medicine or after receiving any vaccine. 

As with any serious medical problem, if the person has a serious or unusual problem after getting the vaccine, call a doctor or get the person to a doctor promptly. 

What should I look for?

Any unusual condition, such as a serious allergic reaction, high fever or behavior changes. Signs of a serious allergic reaction can include difficulty breathing, hoarseness of wheezing, hives paleness weakness, a fast heartbeat or dizziness. If such a reaction were to occur, it would be within a few minutes to a few hours after vaccination.

What should I do?

· Call a doctor or get the person to a doctor right away.

· Tell your doctor what happened, the date and time it happened and when the vaccination was given.

· Ask your doctor, nurse or health department to file a Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS) form, or call VAERS yourself at 1-800-822-7967.

· Ask your doctor, nurse or corpsman. They can give you the vaccine package insert or suggest other sources of information.

· Call the local or state health department’s immunization program.

· Contact the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC): Call 1-800-232-2522 or 1-888-443-7232 or visit the National Immunization Program’s website at http://www.cdc.gov/nip.
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