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	The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission estimates that    at least 25,000 residential fires annually are caused by problems in residential fireplaces.  The most common causes of these fires are:


				           


	Creosote, a black tar�like deposit that builds up on the     inside of the fireplace chimney, ignites, and starts a chimney     fire.  Although in most cases the fire is contained within the    chimney, occasionally the heat from the chimney fire ignites       nearby combustible materials.





	Improper construction or installation of a factory-built     fireplace, which can cause heat from the fireplace or chimney     to ignite nearby combustible materials.  A creosote chimney        fire often starts this type of fire.





	Sparks from an unscreened fireplace land on nearby    flammable material.





	Vapors from flammable liquids used to kindle or rekindle a    fire ignite explosively,  or flammable liquids spilled on          clothing become ignited.





	Even if no fire occurs, carbon monoxide poisoning can         occur if the fireplace is not adequately vented.





	The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission offers the        following suggestions for the safer use of fireplaces:





	Make sure the fireplace was constructed to be used as a       fireplace, not just for decoration.  It must be properly           installed to meet all relevant building codes, and if it is        factory built, it must be installed according to the manufacturer's instructions.  Have it inspected by a qualified


fireplace contractor to determine whether it has all necessary    linings and clearances.  This is absolutely necessary for          safety and proper functioning.





	Have your chimney inspected by a professional chimney sweep   for damage and creosote build�up before each heating season.  If you use your fireplace with glass doors or have an insert, you should inspect for creosote build�up monthly during the heating season.  Creosote is highly flammable and burns with a very hot flame that can damage the chimney and possibly set fire to the house.  Creosote build�up may also block the chimney and prevent the escape of toxic fumes.





	Don't use gasoline or other flammable liquids to kindle or    rekindle a fire because the flammable vapors can explode.          	Never use or store flammable liquids near a fire; vapors can  travel the length of a room.





	Always keep the damper opened properly while the wood is     burning or smoldering.





	Burn only one artificial log at a time.  Because of their     sawdust and wax content, using more than one log produces too     much heat for some fireplaces to withstand.  Follow the            directions on the wrapper.





	Always use a screen that completely covers the opening around the fireplace to keep sparks from flying.  Don't put        combustible materials such as rugs, furniture, or newspaper   near a fireplace.





	Be especially careful when wearing loose�fitting clothing     near the fire.  Be especially careful to keep children away from the fire.  The entire family should be aware of the danger of clothing fires.





	Check fireplaces at least once a year to determine that the   damper is operating properly.  Also check for and repair any     structural damage to the chimney exterior.





	Keep your fireplace clean of heavy accumulations of ashes.    


     Use only metal containers when removing hot ashes from a      fireplace or carrying them to the outside.  Be sure the ashes     have cooled thoroughly before disposing of them.





	Make sure the fire is completely out before going to bed.





	Use chimney guards to keep small animals and birds nests out  of the chimney.





	Installation of a fireplace insert may convert an             occasionally used fireplace into a heating appliance.  Your        fireplace must be in good condition to withstand this additional heat.  





	Before purchasing an insert:





	Determine if you have a masonry fireplace or a factory�built  fireplace.





	If you have a factory�built fireplace, do not add an insert   unless it is specifically tested and listed for use in that        particular fireplace.





	Have a masonry fireplace and chimney professionally checked   to determine if it is constructed to current building codes and is in good condition.





	Correct any deficiencies.





	Install your insert according to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 211 standard.





	The cross sectional area of the chimney flue should be no    larger than three times the cross sectional area of the insert's flue gas outlet.  Your chimney may have to be relined to accomplish this.





	Use a connector that extends from the flue gas exit on the   insert to at least the first flue tile in the chimney. (Kits are commercially available).





	Operate your insert safely.





	Follow the manufacturer's instructions.





	Check your chimney frequently for creosote build�up, and      clean it when needed.





	To report a product hazard or a product�related injury,       write to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Washington, D.C. 20207, or call the toll�free hotline: 800�638�CPSC.  A teletypewriter for the deaf is available on the following numbers: National 800�638�8270, Maryland only 800�492�8104.





	The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) is an     independent regulatory agency charged with reducing unreasonable risks of injury associated with consumer products.  CPSC is headed by five Commissioners appointed by the President with the advice and consent of the Senate.





	This document is in the public domain.  It may be reproduced  in part or in whole by an individual or organization without     permission.  If it is reproduced, however, the Commission would appreciate knowing how it is used.  Write the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Office of Information and Public Affairs, Washington, D.C. 20207.





	              PRODUCT SAFETY, IT'S NO ACCIDENT.
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