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	The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission estimates that more than 70,000 adults and children were treated last year in hospital emergency rooms for injuries associated with power lawn mowers.  Some accident patterns include:





		Nancy was mowing long wet grass, and the grass began               to back up at the discharge opening.  She reached                  into the discharge chute as she tried to brush away                a clump of grass, and her fingers were struck by the               blade.  Nancy's right middle finger was amputated.





          Jim's father was mowing grass in a hickory tree grove.  A hickory nut or nut shell was thrown through the discharge chute of the mower, ricocheted off the house, and hit jim who was standing	near the house.  He was blinded in the right eye.


 


	Mr. Coy was using a riding mower on a steep backyard


terrace when the machine	started a sideways overturn. Mr. Coy rolled over with the machine and the mower housing finally came down on his left leg, which was cut so badly it had to be amputated.


	


	Mr. Smith was mowing a lot with a garden tractor.  He missed a strip and began to back up to go over it.  He ran over his son who had been playing in the field.  The boy's left foot was amputated.





	These case histories illustrate some accident patterns     associated with power lawn mowers.  They are:


	  


	1. Contact with the rotating blade �� This often occurs when the victim is clearing the discharge chute of grass clippings, especially when the grass is wet; when the victim adjusts the machine without turning it off and waiting for the blade to stop; or when the machine hits are obstacle such as a rock and the victim's foot slips under the housing.





	2. Propelled objects �� Wire, rocks, and twigs can be shot out either through the discharge chute or from the housing.  Many of the victims in these cases are bystanders.





	3. Overturning �� This occurs primarily with riding mowers    which are used on steep slopes or embankments.  The victims can come in contact with the blades or sustain injuries during the fall.





	4. Mower running over the victim �� This often occurs when    a riding mower or garden tractor is being driven in reverse. The victims are usually young children who, unseen by the operator of the mower, were in the vicinity of the mower which was operating.  Another frequent accident pattern occurs when the operator pulls   the mower backward over his or her foot.





	Commission staff members say that reel lawn mowers are        safer than rotary lawn mowers, primarily because their blades      move more slowly than those of rotary mowers.  A common accident pattern with reel lawn mowers is "attempting to release the reel when it is jammed by a twig or other object without shutting off the engine.





	However, reel lawn mowers cannot cut tall grass efficiently, so most consumers prefer rotary mowers.  Almost 90% of all power lawn mowers manufactured each year are rotary mowers.  Their blades can reach speeds of 200 miles per hour and can hurl objects 50 feet or more, unless the mowers are equipped with chute deflectors.





	The Consumer Product Safety Commission has developed a mandatory standard to help reduce injuries from contact with the rotating blades of rotary walk�behind power lawn mowers.





	The Commission offers the following suggestions for the       purchase, safe use, and maintenance of power mowers:





	1. Purchase:





	�� There should be a rear guard to prevent your hands or      feet from coming in contact with the rotating blade.  





	�� The discharge opening should be aimed downward.





	�� The handles should have "upstops" which prevent them       from rising up when the machine hits an obstacle. 





	�� The engine exhaust should not be directed at the           grass�catching bag because sparks from a backfiring engine could ignite the bag.  The grass�catching bag should be located or guarded so that it cannot come in contact with the muffler when it is in use. 





	�� Safety instructions should be provided with the mower, and there should be warning labels on the machine itself.





	2. Use:





	�� Read the owner's manual and pay attention to its           recommendations before each use of the mower.





	�� Never allow young children to operate power lawn mowers,   and keep them away from the area when you are mowing.





	-� Wear sturdy, rough�soled work shoes and close�fitting      slacks and shirts.  Never operate the mower in bare feet, sandals, or sneakers.





	�� Rake away wires, cans, rocks, and twigs before you start   mowing.





	-� Never mow a wet lawn because you could slip and come in    contact with the rotating blade.  The wet grass could clog the blades and tempt you to try to clear the machine without first turning it off. 





	�� Always turn off the mower and wait for the mowing parts    to stop before you leave it.





	-- Always turn off the machine and disconnect the spark       plug wire or the electric plug when you need to unclog or adjust the machine, a slight rotation of the blade could start the engine.





       �� Mow across the slope when using a hand (walk�behind)   mower.  With a riding mower, however, drive up and down the slope for stability.





	�� When using an electric mower, be very careful not to run   over the cord or entangle it in the blades.  Start mowing the grass nearest to the electrical outlet and gradually move out.             


	�� Wait for at least one�half minute after shutting off the   engine to be certain the blades have stopped. 





	�� Push, don't pull a hand mower. 





	�� Never remove the safety shield or any other safety devices on a lawn mower. 


 


	-� Never refuel a mower while it is running or while the      engine is hot. 





	�� Never refuel a mower indoors because the unseen vapors may be ignited by a spark.





	�� Start the mower outdoors, not in a garage or basement      where carbon monoxide gas can collect. 





	�� Don't smoke around the mower or gasoline storage can       because the gasoline fumes can easily ignite. 





	�� Keep children away from the machines and the gasoline.





	3.  Maintenance:





	-� Replace all loose or broken parts, especially blades.





	�� Keep gasoline in a well�ventilated area (away from your    living quarters) and in tightly�capped safety cans. 





	-- Get expert servicing regularly �� it can save you injury   and money.
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	To report a product hazard or a product�Mated Injury, write to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Washington, D.C. 20207.  In the continental United States, call the toll-free hotline: 800�6326.  Maryland residents only, call 800�492�8363. Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, 800�638�8333.   A teletype for the deaf is available from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. EST for people who call the hotline on the following numbers:     National (Including Alaska and Hawaii) 800�638-8270.  Maryland residents only 800�492�8104.





	This document is in the public domain.  It may be reproduced In part or in whole by an individual or organization without permission.  If it is reproduced, however, the Commission would appreciate knowing how it is used.  Write to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Directorate for Communications, Washington, D.C. 20207.





	The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) is an      independent regulatory agency charged with reducing unreasonable risks of injury associated with consumer products.  CPSC is headed by five Commissioners appointed by the President with the advice and consent of the Senate.  The Commissioners are Susan B. King, Chairman; Sam Zagoria; R. David Pittle; Edith Barksdale Sloan; and Stuart M. Statler.





                  PRODUCT SAFETY, IT'S NO ACCIDENT.
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