








				NO. 40: CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS�PRIVATE ��


		           (REVISED September 1982)


		


	Each year thousands of American families suffer needless      injuries, loss of life and destruction of property due to          accidents involving holiday decorations.  Many of these            accidents, from the child taken to a hospital after                swallowing pieces of a broken ornament to the family burned       to death in a home fire after a Christmas tree ignited, can       be traced to unsafe or improperly used decorations.


	The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission estimates that   in a one�year period 4,000 individuals were treated in hospital emergency rooms for injuries associated with holiday decorations.





	 To help you enjoy a safe holiday, the Commission offers the       following advice.





	 Trees.  If you are planning to buy a natural tree, the most  important safety factor is its freshness.  The higher the moisture content of the tree, the less likely it is to dry out and become a serious fire hazard.


			       


	One way to insure that a tree is fresh is to cut it           yourself.  Tree farms arc within a short driving distance          in many locations.





	Before you buy a cut tree, check it for freshness.  There     are several things you can look for.  Brittle branches and       shedding needles are a sign of dryness; fresh needles bent       between the fingers won't break.  Tap the tree lightly on          the ground�if many needles fall off, the tree is too dry.        Don't depend on a nice green color��trees may be sprayed           green to improve their appearance.





	When you bring a tree home, keep it outside (if possible)     until you're ready to decorate it.  Keep its base in water.        When the tree is brought in, cut the butt end diagonally           one or two inches above the original cut.  Place the tree          in a sturdy, stable holder with a wide base.  For                  additional stability for a large tree, fasten it to the            wall or ceiling with thin wire from at least two points.


		


	Fill the holder with water until the cut line is covered      and keep the water at this level while the tree is in use, refilling it every day if necessary.





	Set your tree up a good distance from any heat source.        Don't rely on any do�it�yourself external flameproofing            treatments since they are virtually impossible to apply            correctly at home.





	Dispose of the tree when the needles begin to fall off in     large quantities.  This is a sign that it is becoming              dangerously dry.


		


	Metal trees present no fire hazard in themselves.             However, they can be the source of a serious shock hazard        if electric lights are attached to the tree.  Sharp metal        edges may cut the cord insulation; the metal needles might        touch an electrically charged component.  Either way, the        whole tree will become electrically charged, and anyone            touching the tree and a grounded object at the same time           could receive a severe shock.





	The only way to illuminate a metal tree safely is to use      colored floodlights placed in different areas of the room.         Since the floodlights become quite hot, they should be             positioned where children can't come in contact with them.





	Many artificial trees are fire resistant.  This does not      mean that the tree will not burn, but only that it will not fire easily.  If you buy an artificial tree, look for a statement specifying the duration of this protection.  As with natural trees, keep away from beat sources.





	Lighting.  Purchase lights that have been checked for         safety.  Look for the label of Underwriter laboratories.





	Check your tree lights and outdoor lights each year before    you use them.  Look for frayed wires, loose connections,           broken or cracked sockets and spots where bare wire is             exposed.  Any set that is damaged should be thrown Out or          repaired.  Careful handling of these products during


unpacking, decorating and repacking will lessen the chance        of hazardous damage.





	All lights should be fastened securely to the tree.  No       light bulbs should come into direct contact with the needles or branches.  Curtains and other flammable materials should also be kept away from bulbs.





     Don't overload extension cords.  Don't put more than three    sets of lights on any extension cord.  Keep the connection        joints away from the water supply of a live tree.





	Any outdoor lights should be weatherproof and clearly         identified as designed for outdoor use.  Don't try to use        indoor lights for outdoor lighting.  Remove outdoor                lighting as soon as the season is over; even these lights        are not designed to withstand prolonged exposure to the            elements.





	When you leave the house or retire for the evening, be        sure that all lights are turned off by, unplugging them            from the wall outlet.  Always disconnect any electric 


appliance by grasping the plug, by not pulling on the cord.





	Finally though it may provide a sense of nostalgia, never     use wax candles on or near a tree.  This is a very serious        fire hazards.  Any decorative candles should always be             kept well away from children and any flammable materials,          such as pine boughs.





	Tree Ornaments and Trimmings.  Avoid placing breakable        ornaments or ornaments with small detachable parts on lower branches where small children or pets can reach them and knock them off.  Every year many children are treated for cuts from broken ornaments or for swallowing ornaments parts.





	Trimmings used on trees or around the home should be          noncombustible or flame resistant.





	Some traditional holiday decorations may be harmful if        eaten and this poses a hazard for young children.  Mistletoe and holly berries may be poisonous if more than a few are swallowed, and these plants should be kept out of the reach of children.





	Use only tinsel or artificial icicles that do not contain     lead.  Discard old tinsel if you aren't sure of, its composition.





	Fire salts, which produce a multi�colored effect when         thrown on a wood fire, contain heavy metals.  Eating them          can cause serious gastrointestinal problems and vomiting.





	If your child consumes any of these possibly hazardous        substances, call your physician or Poison Control Center           immediately.





	Fireplaces.  Fireplaces are particularly Popular during       the holidays.  Before starting a fire, remove all decorations from the area and be sure the flue is open.





	Keep a screen in front of the fireplace any time a fire is    burning.





	Never use the fireplace as an incinerator.   Do not burn      wrappings or evergreen boughs there.  These can burn suddenly and rapidly, throwing off sparks and burning debris.  Dispose of wrapping paper immediately.


                                


	To report a product hazard or a product�related injury,       write to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Washington, D.C. 20207, In the continental United States, call the toll�free hotline, 800�638�CPSC(2372).  A teletypewriter for the deaf is available on the following numbers: National (including Alaska and Hawaii) 800-638�8270, Maryland residents only, 800�492�8104.   During non�working hours, messages are recorded and answered on the following working day.








	This document is in the public domain.  It may be reproduced without change in part or in whole by an individual or organization without permission.  If it is reproduced, however, the Commission would appreciate knowing how it is used.  Write to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Office of Public affairs Washington, D.C. 20207.





		


�











 





 











