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Additional Options for Epidemiology Training
Epidemiology, biostatistics, and informatics will be fundamental competencies for prevention oriented leaders in 21st Century health systems.  It is difficult to improve the health of populations without having evidence based decision making.  For those decisions, one needs data, analysis, interpretation, and reporting.  All those concepts involve epidemiology, biostatistics, and / or informatics.

Epidemiology training is usually obtained by graduate study and can be completed at many colleges and universities in the United States, Canada, England, and other countries.  There are many distant learning options and even Web-based programs for graduate study in epidemiology.  

Many physicians, nurses, and other medical department staff may be interested in introductory training in epidemiology.  Some of the following options may be helpful for this introductory epidemiology training:

Epidemiology Courses:

1.  Air Force Medicine has a one week long course called the "Epidemiology of Population Health" that is held in San Antonio, Texas, several times each year.  See the Air Force Population Health Support Office Website, http://www.phso.brooks.af.mil/, for more information.  Navy physicians, nurses, and other Medical Department staff may attend if space if available.  There is no fee for the course, but your command would have to provide the TAD funds for travel and per diem.  Additional 2001 courses are scheduled for 30 April-04 May, 2001 and 09-13 July, 2001.  This Air Force Website also allows you to download PowerPoint presentations that pertain to the Course.  About eight hours of course time is spent on the computer analysis of healthcare data.

2.  The University of Michigan’s 36th Graduate Summer Session in Epidemiology (8--27 July 2001) in Ann Arbor, Michigan, has both three week and one week courses in Epidemiology.  Three week courses are available on the “Fundamentals of Epidemiology” and the “Fundamentals of Biostatistics.”  There is a one week "Basic Concepts of Clinical Epidemiology" course (9-13 July 2001).  More information is available from the University of Michigan School of Public Health Website (http://www.sph.umich.edu/epid/GSS/).

3.  Johns Hopkins University School of Hygiene and Public Health will host their 19th Annual Graduate Summer Institute of Epidemiology and Biostatistics (18 June--6 July 2001) in Baltimore, Maryland.  A large variety of courses are offered in one, two, and three week sessions.  Three week courses are available on the “Principles of Epidemiology” and “Methods in Epidemiology.”  Textbook selections can also be reviewed.  More information is available from the Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health Website (http://www.jhsph.edu/summerepi)

4.  The Epidemiology Research Institute, Boston University School of Public Health and Tufts University School of Medicine will host their 21 Annual Epidemiology Summer Program (9—27 July 2001) in Boston, Massachusetts.  Many courses are offered in one week sessions.  One week courses are available on “An Introduction to Epidemiology” and “Basis Biostatistics”.  More information is available from the Epidemiology Research Institute Website (http://www.epidemiology.com).  Click on the Summer Program links.  

Web-based Epidemiology Training:

1.  "SUPERCOURSE:  Epidemiology, the Internet, and Global Health"  is an extensive library of epidemiology lectures on a University of Pittsburgh Website that can be viewed and / or downloaded (http://www.pitt.edu/~super1/).  As of today, there are over 200 lectures available on a variety of epidemiology topics.

2.   Navy Medicine has an "Evidence Based Healthcare" Website (http://nhso.med.navy.mil/ebhc2).  This Website has an online Evidence Based Healthcare (EBHC) or Evidence Based Medicine (EBM) tutorial, many links to EBHC / EBM tools and software, and excellent links for EBHC / EBM resources including many 2001 training courses.
3.  EXCITE - EXcellence in Curriculum Integration through Teaching Epidemiology is a CDC Web-based introductory epidemiology curriculum for advanced science students (http://www.cdc.gov/excite/).

Epidemiology and Biostatistics software:

1.  The Epidemiology Programs Office at the Centers for Disease Control has several "free" software programs that can be downloaded from the CDC Website (http://www.cdc.gov/epo/pub_sw.htm).  I would especially recommend "Epi Info 2000” and the "Do EPI" tutorials.  "Epi Info 2000" is based on Microsoft Access.  The DOS version of "Epi Info" is also quite good but has a different database structure.

2.  StatSoft Electronic Statistics Textbook (http://www.statsoft.com/textbook/stathome.html) can be viewed on line or downloaded for local installation.

Epidemiology and Biostatistics Websites:

1.  The University of California San Francisco also has an excellent Website with many links for epidemiology (http://chanane.ucsf.edu/epidem/epidem.html).  

2.  The University of Washington has a similar Website for biostatistics (http://www.biostat.washington.edu/Xvlib/).

3.  The Guide to Community Preventive Services (The Community Guide) is a set of recommendations for the use or non-use of population-based interventions for a variety of public health topics.  The recommendations are based upon systematic reviews of scientific evidence of effectiveness.  The Community Guide is being developed by the Task Force on Community Preventive Services.  More information is available from the Community Guide Website (http://www.thecommunityguide.org/) 
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