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25 Feb 99

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on LT James Herbst, MSC, USN, SSN#, ltr of 24 Feb 99

From:
Commanding Officer, Naval Medical Clinic, Pearl Harbor

To:
Commander Robert W. Rendin, MSC, USN, Navy Environmental Health Center, 

            2510 Walmer Avenue, Norfolk, VA 23513-2617

Subj:
 NOMINATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OFFICER OF THE YEAR

1.  Forwarded, with my strongest personal endorsement.

2.  LT Herbst has served this command for the last three plus years as Assistant Clinic Director for the Shipyard Branch Medical Clinic, Head, Preventive Medicine Department, and Command Disaster Preparedness Officer.  Prior to that, I had the pleasure of serving with him while I was assigned as the First Marine Expeditionary Force Surgeon (I MEF) and he was assigned to Third Marine Aircraft Wing from 1993 to 1995.  Having known LT Herbst for over 6 years I can say unequivocally that he is an outstanding Naval Officer! 

3.  Proactive in his pursuit of lifelong learning objectives and demonstrating exceptional dedication to the needs of the Navy, LT Herbst has significantly advanced his professional and personal educational development.  In February 1997, he passed the National Registered Environmental Health Specialist/Registered Sanitarian (REHS/RS) Examination. In 1998, he was awarded the POMI (1805) Secondary Subspecialty and also completed a Master of Science Degree in Health Services Administration from Central Michigan University.   

4.  In addition to his expertise in environmental health and preventive medicine, LT Herbst has filled two additional full time billets as the Command Plans, Operations, Medical Intelligence (POMI)/Disaster Preparedness Officer and Assistant Clinic Director, Shipyard Branch Medical Clinic.  As the Disaster Preparedness Officer, he coordinated the command’s participation in the annual statewide hurricane disaster exercises.  His astute preparation for the Emergency Preparedness Program during the 1997 Joint Commission on the Accreditation of Health Care Organizations survey significantly contributed to a 100% score with commendation. 

5.  LT Herbst is an exceptional healthcare professional and outstanding Naval Officer who exemplifies the Medical Service Corps and the Environmental Health Officer (EHO) Community.   I wholeheartedly support his nomination as “EHO of the Year”.   

      J. S. EDMONDSON
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