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CDC and DOD references emphasize:

1.  Smallpox vaccination site bandages and scabs contain viable Vaccinia virus that can be spread to others.

2.  Carefully sealing bandages and scabs in plastic bags to be placed in trash receptacles for disposal.

3.  Thoroughly wash hands with soap and running water after touching or handling the vaccination site, the vaccination site bandage or the vaccination scab.

Recommendations for Shipboard Disposal of Bandages and Scabs

For Individual Personnel:

Place bandages and scabs in seal-able plastic bags (e.g. Zip-loc) and dispose in regular trash containers.

· Ship's may choose to designate specific receptacles for vaccination bandage and scab disposal only.

Thoroughly wash hands with soap and running water after touching or handling the vaccination site, the vaccination site bandage or the vaccination scab.    For Shipboard trash collection:

Handling of trash (collection, clean-up, other processing) should be performed by individuals without contraindications to vaccination.  

Instruct personnel to use either regular trash receptacles or designate specific receptacles for vaccination site waste only. 

It is unnecessary to dispose of vaccination site material in bio-hazard containers, when disposed of in non-medical spaces.

Any vaccination site waste that is collected in the Medical spaces should be placed in seal-able plastic bags and may be deposited in standard bio-hazard waste containers.

Thoroughly wash hands with soap and running water after touching or handling trash that may contain bandages, scabs or any potentially contaminated material.
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