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IMMUNIZATION INFORMATION FOR 

NAVY AND MARINE CORPS RESERVE PERSONNEL

Key Points for Reserve Component Members:

       The majority of vaccine recipients tolerate immunizations without significant adverse reactions.  However, local reactions following immunization are common.  These include soreness, burning, redness, and swelling at the injection site.  Less common general or systemic reactions include fever, chills, nausea, joint aches, or malaise.  Allergic reactions are rare, but can present as skin rashes or breathing problems.

       While most reactions require no treatment, some individuals may need further evaluation, therapy and/or exemption from further vaccine doses. 

       If you experience an adverse reaction following an immunization you have received from a DoD facility which you feel requires medical evaluation, simply bring this information sheet with your medical record or other documentation of your vaccination to the clinic that administered the vaccine.  If this facility is not located near your home, you may report to the nearest DoD MTF.  If you are remote to any DoD MTF, contact the Medical Department Representative (MDR) at your Naval Reserve Activity.  Most adverse reactions can be evaluated during normal working hours.   If you think your reaction requires immediate care, proceed to the nearest Emergency Department. 

       A Reservist need not be in a duty status to receive initial evaluation or treatment.  If further medical care is required, a Notice of Eligibility (NOE) must be requested from Commander, Naval Reserve Force (N01M), or from Commandant, Marine Corps (RAM-3). It is your responsibility to contact the MDR at your Reserve Center who will initiate the NOE paperwork.

Key Points for medical personnel at MTFs, Branch Clinics, and Reserve Activities:

       As directed by Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health Affairs) memorandum of 20 Jul 99 (http://www.tricare.osd.mil/immunization/RCMTFAccess.html) and per Title 10, United States Code, members of the Reserve Component are entitled to evaluation and/or treatment related to adverse reactions from DoD directed immunizations.  When a Reserve member from any Service presents for evaluation and/or treatment at an MTF, Branch Clinic, or Reserve Activity following immunization, he or she must be examined and provided necessary medical care. If further medical care is required, a Notice of Eligibility must be requested from Commander, Naval Reserve Force (N01M), or from Commandant, Marine Corps (RAM-3).  The member must request this through their unit commander.  Documentation of the visit should be placed in the medical record.  DEERS enrollment status will not be a determinant of eligibility for care.  

       IAW BUMED 6230.15, a Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS-1) form must be submitted for adverse reactions that result in hospital admission, loss of duty/work greater than 24 hours, or suspected vaccine lot contamination.  A VAERS-1 form should also be submitted for any reaction beyond expected minor local side effects.  Though VAERS-1 forms should be submitted by Medical Department personnel, submission may be by anyone, including the vaccine recipient, for any adverse reaction.  VAERS reporting instructions can be found on the following website:  http://www-nehc.med.navy.mil/prevmed/immun/imunvaer.htm
       A set of Clinical Guidelines for Immunizations has been prepared by DoD to guide providers regarding the recognition and management of adverse reactions following immunizations.  Medical Department representatives are encouraged to access these guidelines and refer to them in managing vaccine recipients.  They may be obtained from the above website, or by calling      (757) 462-5500; DSN 253-5500.
