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26 Jan 02
From:  Commanding Officer, 3d Medical Battalion, 3d Force

                 Service Support Group, Okinawa, Japan

To:    CAPT James Beddard, MSC, USN, CHE, Chairman, Navy

       Environmental Health Board, 2510 Walmer Avenue,

       Norfolk, VA  23513-2617

Subj:  NOMINATION FOR THE CAPT GEORGE J. HANSEL ENVIRONMENTAL

       HEALTH OFFICER OF THE YEAR AWARD ICO LT MICHAEL D.

       CASSADY, MSC, USN

Ref:   (a)  http://www-nehc.navy.med.mil/special/eho 1/21/2002

Encl:  (1)  AWARD NOMINATION FOR THE CAPT GEORGE J.

            HANSEL ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OFFICER OF THE YEAR

            AWARD ICO LT MICHAEL D. CASSADY, MSC, USN, 

            /2300

1.  The enclosure is forwarded as directed in ref (a).

2.  It is with the greatest of pleasure that I forward this nomination for the CAPT George J. Hansel Environmental Health Officer of the Year Award in the case of LT Michael D. Cassady.  LT Cassady has had an extraordinary year of performance and accomplishment.  I wholeheartedly support and most strongly recommend his selection as this year’s recipient.  

3.  LT Cassady is an outstanding and professional Naval Officer.  He demonstrated unlimited potential as the 3d Force Service Support Group’s Environmental Health Officer and as my top Medical Service Corps officer and Company Commander.  He has provided outstanding environmental and public health service on Okinawa; while deployed to Exercise Tandem Thrust in Australia, and in support of the Korean Incremental Training Program (KITP) Exercise in Pohang, Korea.  He has also been a major contributor in preparing Marines and Sailors on Okinawa for deployment throughout the Western Pacific, Asia, in support of Operation Enduring Freedom, and within other areas of responsibilities (AORs).

Subj:  NOMINATION FOR THE CAPT GEORGE J. HANSEL ENVIRONMENTAL

       HEALTH OFFICER OF THE YEAR AWARD ICO LT MICHAEL D.

       CASSADY, MSC, USN, /2300

4.  I can always depend upon him to perform all assigned tasks in a superb manner.  He has enthusiastically accepted time consuming duties, devoting concentrated energy to each.  He also displayed the highest degree of self-discipline and motivation 

in the pursuit of his responsibilities.  LT Cassady is most deserving and if selected, I know, through my personal observation of his performance and character, that he will be an exceptional representative of the Navy, the Navy Medical Department, and the Medical Service Corps as the Environmental Health Officer of the Year.


C. H. Gardiner







       (signed 25 Jan 2002)
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1.  While serving as Environmental Health Officer, 3d Medical Battalion, 3d Force Service Support Group, Okinawa during 2001:
    a.  Reporting aboard on 7 April 2001, LT Cassady was immediately attached as Environmental Health Officer, Exercise Tandem Thrust ’01 in Australia (9 April – 19 June).  He ensured force health protection for over 6,000 U. S. Navy, Marine Corps, and Army personnel deployed to Tandem Thrust by establishing and maintaining exceptional rapport with his Australian Military Environmental Health Officer counterpart and providing outstanding operational preventive medicine/public health support, coordination, training, communication, and oversight in an isolated and harsh field environment.  His direct involvement and efforts resulted in no disease outbreaks among exercise personnel.

    b.  He participated as a leader and key player in the coordination, supervision, and implementation of the retrograde wash-down of 1,100 U. S. military vehicles and over 300 other containers and equipment in accordance with U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) standards during a three week period of 24-hour operations in adverse weather conditions during Exercise Tandem Thrust.  All vehicles, containers, and equipment washed during this operation and returned to U. S. soil, passed rigorous USDA inspections upon its unloading at stateside facilities.  Military gear was also returned to Japan and subsequently passed Government of Japan Agricultural inspections.  Some gear also remained onboard maritime pre-positioned ships to support future operations and exercises.  His efforts prevented and continue to prevent disease transmission from vectors at U. S. military bases, as well as allied countries around the world.

    c.  At the request of U. S. Air Forces, South Korea, he completed a field sanitation survey in preparation and support of the Korean Incremental Training Program (KITP) in Pohang, South Korea in July 2001.  This 5-month exercise included personnel from all branches of the U. S. military along with South Korean military personnel.  LT Cassady assessed field 

sanitation and living conditions, identified medical, preventive medicine, and health risks, and made recommendations that included procedures for appropriate handling and disposal of biological and medical wastes.  His survey and subsequent
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findings and recommendations led to a comprehensive preventive medicine plan that was implemented and was a leading reason for zero disease outbreaks and injuries among deployed personnel during the exercise.

    d.  LT Cassady, a recognized expert in preventive medicine and public health on Okinawa, was selected to be a member of a group of preventive medicine professionals that developed and then justified and acquired $30,000 of unplanned funding for ten innovative preventive medicine “kits.”  These kits will be utilized throughout the Western Pacific in lieu of the traditional and more bulky/cumbersome preventive medicine Authorized Medical Allowance List (AMAL) 637 and 638 blocks when deploying forces are relatively small and preventive medicine support requirements are “basic.”  They were designed to be physically light and compact for easy transport.  His involvement in developing these kits has ensured adequate preventive medicine support to all deploying forces vice a select few, as was the norm in the past.  This accomplishment improved military readiness by providing an alternative to the 637 and 638 blocks, which were inadequately supplied and maintained and also provided difficulties for deploying personnel due to their large size.

    e.  He surveyed, performed Limited Technical Inspections (LTIs), and was a key player in monitoring and promoting the increase of 637 and 638 AMAL block supply levels from less than <15% each in October 2001 to 50% and 75% supply levels respectfully, by the end of December 2001.

    f.  Personally identified a Navy-wide environmental health concern regarding a conflict of Navy Regulations requiring the reporting of UCMJ violations and the widely accepted policy 

protecting confidentiality of subjects interviewed during epidemiological investigations (e.g., sexually transmitted disease interviews).  He initiated discussion of this issue at the Navy Environmental Health Center (NEHC) and Navy 

Epidemiology Board.  LT Cassady also researched Navy Regulations and Navy Medicine Instructions, submitted a risk assessment profile, enlisted the assistance of NEHC Sexual Health and Responsibility Program (SHARP) personnel, and made 
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sound recommendations to develop a Navy policy that protects confidentiality while preserving effective tools of

epidemiological investigations.  This policy will most likely be similar to the SECNAVINST 5300.30 series, which deals with issues involving investigations of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infected service members.

g.  Working with Environmental Health Officers from U. S. Naval Hospital, Okinawa, LT Cassady aggressively pursued and personally gained approval from this battalion and the Naval Hospital to restructure and reconsolidate preventive medicine functions and responsibilities on Okinawa.  Implementation of this new organization in October 2001 has resulted in more efficient and consistent coverage of public health matters island-wide and increased deployment readiness, force protection, and field medicine training for preventive medicine technicians attached to the 3d Medical Battalion.  The reorganization also allowed 3d Medical Battalion preventive medicine technicians to maintain and learn preventive medicine skills by performing TAD evolutions periodically at U. S. Naval Hospital, Okinawa.

    h.  He provided leadership, motivation, and guidance to ten to thirteen preventive medicine technicians and preventive medicine representatives (PMRs) attached to 3d Medical Battalion, ranging in rank from HN to HMC.  The preventive medicine technicians assigned to this battalion often report directly from Preventive Medicine “C” School.  LT Cassady, drawing on his extensive environmental health and Navy experience, has focused on educating and positively influencing these new personnel reporting to him.  In doing this, he served not only as a personal mentor, but also contributed to overall naval preventive medicine preparedness as these well trained individuals report to new commands. 

    i.  As the sole Environmental Health Officer assigned to 3d Force Service Support Group, with the additional responsibility of protecting the health of other forces deployed to Okinawa, LT

Cassady was the senior public and environmental health professional at Camps Hansen and Schwab.  He ensured all preventive medicine functions, in and outside the clinic setting, were completed successfully on Camps Hansen and Schwab. 
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2.  While serving as Company Commander, Charlie Company, 3d Medical Battalion, 3d Force Service Support Group, Okinawa during 2001:
    a.  Upon his return from deployment to Tandem Thrust, LT Cassady was selected for and assumed the duties of Company Commander, Charlie Company without delay.  He led a company of 50+ Hospital Corpsman and two Medical Service Corps Officers in providing health care to Active Duty Marines and Sailors in garrison and while deployed throughout the Western Pacific and Asia.  He quickly became the “leading” Company Commander within the battalion through his concentration on the battalion’s Commanding Officer’s Intent and promoting pertinent professional training and deployment readiness issues.

    b.  He was consistently in the forefront of leading and ensuring battalion personnel were properly trained and prepared to complete the battalion’s mission.  He was also selected to serve as the executive officer for a “Rapid Response” Surgical Company.  Displaying skillful leadership abilities, he pushed his personnel to become experts with the new Modular Lightweight Load-Bearing Equipment (MOLLE) Medical Bags as well as the new general-purpose tents that are now being used by the Marine Corps.  This training also enabled his company to take the lead in training Hospital Corpsman and enlisted Marines in other battalion companies during a field exercise in November 2001.

    c.  An outstanding leader, team player, and motivator, his company’s required personnel training compliance increased from 15% when he assumed command to 90% by the end of the calendar year.  LT Cassady has also been able to consistently maintain company personnel deployment readiness at or near 100%.

    d.  He served as the Surgical Company Commander of a highly successful field training evolution that provided significant field medicine training and familiarized over 175 battalion 

personnel, 3d Dental Battalion personnel, and Medical Augmentation Personnel (MAP) from U. S. Naval Hospital, Okinawa, with the set-up and operation of a surgical company and its associated equipment.  LT Cassady assumed all operational and training cognizance of the exercise, which was the largest ever performed by the 3d Medical Battalion, the first field exercise
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performed by the battalion in over 18 months – which meant “corporate knowledge” was at a minimum -, and the first to ever to involve MAP personnel.  His leadership and efforts ensured that 3d Medical Battalion, 3d Dental Battalion, and MAP personnel that participated were trained and ready to provide echelon II health service support to the III Marine Expeditionary Force.  His actions also identified areas for improvement and set the standard for future exercises.

    e.  He is recognized as a conscientious officer that looks-out for personnel under his charge.  His support of advancement training and opportunities was instrumental in the promotion of five enlisted personnel within his company after the September 2001 advancement exam.  Promotions included one first class; one second class; and three third class petty officers.  At his urging, a vast majority of his enlisted personnel also are pursuing the new Enlisted Marine Force Warfare Specialist certification, off-duty college education, and numerous Navy correspondence courses, in addition to required, routine, and on-going health care training.

3.  Personal military educational and training accomplishments during 2001 included:
    a.  LT Cassady furthered his environmental and public health knowledge and experience by completing Duty Under Instruction (DUINS) at The Ohio State University, School of Public Health and Medicine and graduating with a Master of Public Health Degree with an environmental health concentration, in March 2001.  Of special note was that he completed his degree requirements six months sooner than was required or necessary to return to the fleet and be available for follow-on assignment as soon as possible.

    b.  As a culminating experience for his MPH degree, he expanded and improved a research paper on possible chemical contaminates in drinking water onboard U. S. Navy ships and

submarines in February 2001.  His research and paper has been used as a reference and justification by the environmental health department of NEHC for further chemical testing of ship and submarine drinking water to ensure and protect the health of U. S. Navy personnel.
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    c.  In preparation for his follow-on tour at the 3d Medical Battalion, 3d Force Service Support Group, and possible deployment in support of humanitarian missions in the future, LT Cassady attended and completed the Combined Humanitarian Assistance Response Training (CHART) Course in Little Creek, VA at his own expense in January 2001.

    d.  As a major force in preparing Marines and Sailors on Okinawa for deployment, he prepared and presented pre-deployment briefs for Tandem Thrust and Freedom Banner ’01, the Korean Incremental Training Program Exercise, Operation Enduring Freedom, and other deployments throughout the Western Pacific and Asia. 

    e.  As a member of the Navy Medical Department, he ensured his competency in basic life saving skills by re-certifying in Basic Life Support for Healthcare Providers through the American Heart Association in October 2001.

    f.  Enhancing his readiness and knowledge of the various aspects of the U. S. Marine Corps, LT Cassady took personal initiative and completed Personnel Qualification Standards (PQS) for and was awarded the Fleet Marine Force Ribbon in July 2001.  Furthering his understanding of the U. S. Marine Corps even more, he also started the Amphibious Warfare School, Non-Resident Course in November 2001.

    g.  As an aggressive and outstanding representative and resource of the U. S. Navy, he volunteered as an instructor and presented information on restricted and unrestricted line and staff corps officers to first-year midshipmen at the Navy Reserve Officer Training Corps Unit, The Ohio State University 

during January 2001.  He also made himself available to every

midshipmen (over 150 personnel) to answer and research their questions about the U. S. Navy and being a U. S. Naval Officer.

    h.  Increasing his professional, environmental, and public health awareness, he attended the International Association for Food Protection Annual Meeting and Conference in August 2001.

4.  Professional Associations and Community Involvement:
a. During 2001, LT Cassady maintained Active Membership in:
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(1) National Environmental Health Association (NEHA). LT

Cassady also holds certification as a Registered Environmental Health Specialist through NEHA.

        (2) Okinawa Medical Service Corps Association (OMSCA).

        (3) Association of the Medical Service Corps Officers of the Navy (AMSCON).

        (4) American College of Healthcare Executives (ACHE). 

        (5) American Academy of Medical Administrators (AAMA).

        (6) American College of Contingency Planners (ACCP).

b. From January through March 2001, he served on The Ohio

State University, School of Public Health and Medicine’s Student Advisory Committee.  LT Cassady provided students’ perspectives, suggestions, and recommendations to further enhance the quality of the learning experience at Ohio State.

    c.  An outstanding representative of the U. S. Navy, he constantly promoted the U. S. Navy and Navy Medical Department to everyone he came in contact with.  His enthusiasm resulted in the successful recruitment of a fellow student of the School of Public Health and Medicine as a Medical Corps Officer.  He also volunteered his assistance to the Navy Medical Department Recruiting Officer stationed at The Ohio State University in the recruitment of Medical Corps, Nurse Corps, and Medical Service 

Corps Officers from January to March 2001.

    d.  He promoted youth sporting activities giving his off-duty time as a volunteer sports official of over fifteen Little League and Pony League Baseball and Youth Girl’s Softball games for the children and teenagers living aboard U. S. Marine Corps and Air Force bases in Okinawa.

    e.  As an active member of the Far East Officials Association, LT Cassady officiated Men’s Softball on U. S. Marine Corps and U. S. Air Force Bases in Okinawa.  His professionalism and knowledge on the sports field resulted in his selection as a softball official for numerous Men’s Softball
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tournaments on Okinawa, including the Far East Qualifier for the All Marine Softball Team.  His officiating promoted and made possible the athletic involvement of Active Duty service members in healthy competition that promoted individual confidence, esprit de corps, and enhanced unit cohesion and overall military readiness.

5.  As well documented, LT Cassady has obviously had an outstanding year of achievement and professional accomplishments.  His performance during the past year (and throughout his career) as an Environmental Health Officer has been exceptional.  He has also consistently proven himself to be a well rounded, experienced, and committed Naval and Medical Service Corps Officer.  LT Cassady will be an outstanding representative of the Navy, the Navy Medical Department, and the Medical Service Corps as, the 2001 Environmental Health Officer of the Year.  He is the best of the best and his selection would be well praised and well received both within and outside the Medical Service Corps and Navy Medicine.
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