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To: CAPT Dianna M. Novak, MSC, USN, Chairman, Navy Environmental Health Board,
1887 Powhatan St., Norfolk, VA 23511-3394

Subj: NOMINATION FOR CAPT GEORGE J. HANSEL, ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OFFICER
OF THE YEAR ICO LCDR GREGORY THOMAS, MSC, USN,

Ref:  (a) Chairman, NEHB, Environmental Health Officer of the Year Criteria of 200

Encl: (1) Tri-Service Activity
(2) Civilian Community Activity
(3) Applicability of Accomplishments to Readiness
(4) MSC Community Activity
(5) Current Black and White Photo
(6) Military Biography

1. Forwarded, with my strongest personal endorsement.

2. In accordance with reference (a), it is my distinct pleasure to nominate LCDR Gregory Thomas as
Environmental Health Officer of the Year. LCDR Thomas has served this command for the past 18
months as Head, Medical Occupational Safety and Health, Head, Preventive Medicine Department, and
Chair, of our Emergency Management Program. His leadership abilities, operational experience, and
dedication are above reproach.

3. In addition to his direct involvement in the many activities outlined in enclosures (1) through (6), he is
a key member of my staff and a significant element of the success of this command and the value and
quality of life at the U.S. Naval Hospital and U.S. Naval Base, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. His expertise as
and Environmental Health Officer became evident, and were crucial, during the increased command
activities in support of JTF-GTMO, and Operation Enduring Freedom.

4. LCDR Thomas' effectiveness as a leader and Naval Officer is impressive, and characterized by
exceptional performance, recognized professionalism, and an impressive trend of mission success far
beyond the level of his peers. In addition to his stellar performance, he is actively involved in the
community, balancing the needs of family and career.

5. LCDR Thomas has impressively met the operational requirements of JTF GTMO, and Operation

Enduring Freedom, while providing steadfast support services to Naval Base Guantanamo Bay. LCDR
Greg Thomas has earned my strongest personal recommendation for the Captain George Hansel
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TRI-SERVICE ACTIVITY

1. In addition to serving as the Department Head, Medical Occupational 

Safety, and Health and Preventive Medicine Department, USNH Guantanamo 

Bay, Cuba, he was selected to serve as the JTF-GTMO Public Health Officer for Operation Enduring Freedom.  With almost no advance notice, he quickly established himself as the resident expert for public health issues impacting US Army detention facilities, US Marine Corps security forces, US Naval Base infrastructure, and decontamination procedures for US Air Force aircraft, used to transport Afghanistan detainees.  Singled out by SOUTHCOM for his contribution to the establishment of an accurate and highly effective DNBI program.

2.  Served on the medical delegation to create dialog and possible integrated measures for the prevention and control of vector borne diseases and disease outbreaks in Cuba.  This was the first meeting of it’s kind between State Department representatives, Cuban diplomats, military and medical personnel to take place between the two nations in over 40 years.



Enclosure (1)

CIVILIAN COMMUNITY ACTIVITY


1.  As the JTF-GTMO Public Health Officer, he has met directly with members of the national news media to address the potential outbreak of Tuberculosis, Malaria and other potentially infectious diseases brought in to Guantanamo Bay by Taliban and Al Qaeda detainees. 

2.  A frequent guest speaker on the local radio to address preventive medicine and public health concerns, and to explain initiatives affecting base and local citizens.

3.  An avid contributor to the “Wire” and the Guantanamo Bay Gazette, updating the community on smallpox, flu shots, health fairs, information fact sheets, and promoting healthy lifestyles through prevention.

4.  Strong community outreach; established an aggressive public health awareness program educating families and local contractors on minimizing health risk associated with pest and fauna in their homes, workspaces, and recreational areas.

5.  Representative and Navy Ambassador for “Students Sailing For Success Together (SSST)”, and an elementary school kids to kids program.  His involvement connects the civilian Pelican Marsh Elementary school in Naples, Florida with the Elementary School in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  This program brings kids from different backgrounds and experiences together as a show of support to the Navy and Armed Services.

Enclosure (2)

APPLICABILITY OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO READINESS

1.  Key member of JTF-GTMO Medical Planning Cell.

  a.  Planning, execution, construction, evaluation and oversight of Public Health and Preventive Medicine initiatives at the Detainee Detention facilities.  

  b.  As the JTF Public Health Officer, he recommended and coordinated Base measures required to support JTF personnel, and Taliban detainees.  These operations included site location and building construction, pre-planning assessments for food, water, sewage infrastructure requirements, pest control measures including area adultaciding, larvaciding, uniform insecticide treatment, blood borne pathogen control on aircraft, buses converted to transport detainees, medical infirmary requirements, respirator fitting test of personnel considered to be at risk of exposure to active Tuberculosis, establishing chemo prophylaxis, basic immunization protocols for detainees during in-processing, and expanding associated base support infrastructure. 

2.  Served as Disaster Preparedness Officer, USNH Guantanamo Bay, and Medical representative for COMNAVBASE crisis action team. 

  a.  Participated/coordinated the medical response capability for the COMLANTFLT exercise “Solid Curtain”.  Established himself as a knowledgeable professional, with a can-do focus bringing positive synergy and team building tools to the table.  He was instrumental in developing the COMNAVBASE and JTF GTMO mission and course of action when responding to Chem/Bio threats and other terrorist acts.  Coordinated the Naval Hospital efforts during this fleet training drill, which included an aggressive mass casualty drill response to a aircraft hijacking resulting in mass casualties, requiring transportation of multiple casualties by land, sea and air. 



Enclosure (3)

MSC COMMUNITY ACTIVITY


1.  Served as President, Guantanamo Bay Medical Service Corps Association.  Has successfully strengthened the unity, growth and participation of all MSCs, creating a team that exhibits, pride and professionalism.

2.  Established a highly successful mentoring program for MSC Officers, recognized as an informal mentor among Chief Petty Officers and the enlisted community, as evidenced by four First Class Petty Officer’s being selected for Chief Petty Officer.  All MSCs have been challenged to think about their career progression.  With less than 10 junior MSC officers aboard, in the last year one has been selected as Social Worker of the Year, and one accepted to DUINS.

3.  Group focused, he has directly contributed to the MSCs becoming the informal Command representatives to the community at large.  Visible and motivated, the MSCs participate as a positive force at Base 5K runs, Command PT sessions, holiday boat parades, base wardroom functions, and community service oriented fund-raisers. 


4.  Updated and implemented the MSC bylaws to include a broad spectrum outreach program contributing to community esprit-de-corps through local fundraisers.

5.  Volunteered to assist Navy recruiters.  Assisted state recruiters by providing information for high school students about Navy career opportunities in health care.  Served as liaison with area recruiters advising and interviewing potential officer candidates. 

Enclosure (4)

MILITARY BIOGRAPHY

Lieutenant Commander Thomas reported to Guantanamo Bay Cuba in July 2001 where he is dual assigned as the Department Head for the Medical Occupational Safety and Health and Preventive Medicine Department at the US Naval Hospital as well as the JTF-GTMO Public Health Officer for Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Lieutenant Commander Thomas was born to Darlene and James Thomas in Detroit, MI, on April 13, 1957.  He enlisted as a Hospital Corpsman in October 1980, while on active duty he completed his Bachelors of Science degree in Industrial and Environmental Health Management from Ferris State University in 1987.  He maintains professional credentials as a Nationally Registered Environmental Health Specialist, and a member of the American Academy of Health Care Administrators.

In 1989, LCDR Thomas was commissioned an Ensign as a Navy Environmental Health Officer where he has served in a wide variety of operational and shore duty assignments.  In 1989 he reported to the Naval Hospital San Diego as the Department Head of Preventive Medicine during which he deployed to the USS Carl Vinson (CVN-70) and later with the First Marine Division in support of Operation Desert Shield & Desert Storm.  

His next assignment was Naval Medical Clinic Pearl Harbor in 1993 where he served as Director, Shipyard Branch Medical Clinic.  Upon reporting to the National Naval Medical Center Bethesda in 1996 as the Department Head, Preventive Medicine, he deployed aboard the USNS Comfort (T-AH 20).  In 1998 LCDR Thomas reported to the Naval Medical Clinic Quantico where he served as Director, Business Strategies and Operations, and Director, Ancillary Services.

Awards and medals include: Meritorious Service Medal, Navy Commendation Medal with 3 gold stars; Navy Achievement Medal with 4 gold stars; Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal; Good Conduct Medal with bronze star; Navy Unit Commendation; Meritorious Unit Commendation; Liberation of Kuwait Medal; South West Asia Medal; Kuwait Liberation Medal; National Defense Medal; Expert Rifle Medal; Expert Pistol Medal; Sea Service ribbon; and the FMF ribbon.

Enclosure (6)


