Environmental Health Officer

3d Medical Battalion

 3d Force Service Support Group

Okinawa, Japan

September 2002

Job Description

    The Environmental Health Officer (EHO) for 3d Medical Battalion, 3d Force Service Support Group is located on Camp Hansen, Okinawa, Japan.  The EHO is one of 15 Medical Department and Marine Corps Officers assigned.  Two Marine Corps Officers (Logisticians), two Nurse Corps (NC) Officers, and 11 Medical Service Corps (MSC) Officers are currently onboard.  

    The breakdown of MSC specialties within the battalion is as follows:  

- Commanding Officer (1):  CAPT 

    - Executive Officer (1):  LCDR/CDR

    - Entomologist (1):  LT/LCDR

    - Environmental Health Officer (1):  LTJG/LT

    - Health Care Administrator (7):  ENS/LTJG/LT

     The Nurse Corps Officers are LTJG/LT grades and the Marine Corps Officers are 2ndLt/1sLt grades.

    The EHO and Entomologist work hand-in-hand to address preventive medicine/force protection measures/issues while in garrison (Camp Hansen) and deployed.  The EHO is normally assigned as the Preventive Medicine Officer for the battalion, however, seniority and assigned duties/responsibilities may dictate that the Entomologist gets the primary responsibility of preventive medicine programs within the battalion.

    The battalion is comprised of four companies (Bravo Surgical Company, Charlie Surgical Company, Headquarters & Service Company, and Training Company). The battalion is slated to have 14 Preventive Medicine Technicians (PMTs). It currently averages about 12 PMTs.  Bravo and Charlie Companies man two medical clinics while in garrison at Camps Hansen and Schwab, respectively.  The PMTs are divided between these two companies and are responsible for conducting all preventive medicine functions within a clinic setting (i.e., epidemiology, immunization, occupational health).  The EHO oversees these programs for both clinics and camps.  Routine environmental health inspections (sanitation, food service, habitability, water) are currently performed by U. S. Naval Hospital, Okinawa, personnel on Camps Hansen and Schwab.

Primary Responsibilities

- Oversight of clinic preventive medicine programs at Camps Hansen and Schwab, respectively, while in garrison.

- Responsible for Force Health Protection/Preventive Medicine Programs while deployed throughout the Western Pacific, Asia, and Australia.  The EHO normally deploys as part of a Surgical Company (-) with two to three PMTs.  The EHO is often involved with the retrograde wash down of all military equipments used during deployments (pre and post deployment).

- Oversight and training of 14 PMTs (most PMTs report to the battalion directly from PMT “C” School).  A program is in place that allows battalion PMTs to perform two-week TAD periods at 

U. S. Naval Hospital, Okinawa to learn and gain more experience with general environmental health inspections and water testing.

- May be called upon by III Marine Expeditionary Force to perform Force Protection/Preventive Medicine responsibilities outside of the 3d Force Service Support Group.

Items of Interest

- One-year tour if you are unaccompanied and a three-year tour if accompanied.

- Cost of Living Allowance (COLA).

- Routine deployments to Cobra Gold (Thailand) annually and to Tandem Thrust/Crocodile (Australia) every two years.  Deployments average 7-10 weeks in country, 10-13 weeks pre and post deployment.

- This is a Marine Corps unit.  Cammies is the uniform of the day.  Uniform purchase is your responsibility (not reimbursed).

- Potential to be assigned collateral duties (some familiar, some not (i.e., weapons/ammunition control officer)).

- Quarterly Surgical Company Field Exercises on Okinawa.

- Potential to be assigned as a Company Commander.  Companies range in size from 50 to 200 officers and enlisted personnel. 

- Will earn Sea Service Deployment Ribbon for each year served (forward deployed Marine Corps Unit).  Will not earn Navy Oversea Service Ribbon.

