Senior Environmental Health Officer

Naval Medical Center Portsmouth

Portsmouth, Virginia

Position Description


Serves as Product Line Leader for Preventive Medicine.  This position is organizationally aligned under the Preventive Care and Wellness Service Line of the Fleet and Family Medicine Directorate.  It is regional in scope in that there is professional oversight for all preventive medicine assets at the Branch Medical Clinics throughout the Tidewater Virginia area as well as at the core (Charette) facility.   Assignment to the position of Product Line Leader can be made through   appointment by the Service Line Leader or by a panel recommendation after a competitive interview and selection process.

Major Responsibilities

· This position leads two junior environmental health officers, 13 preventive medicine technicians, three civil service environmental health technicians, and temporarily assigned non-rated hospital corpsman in accomplishing the regional Product Line mission. Personnel assets described above are assigned on a full time basis to the following locations:


- Core Facility, NMCP Portsmouth


- Branch Medical Clinic, Sewells Point


- Branch Medical Clinic, Little Creek


- Branch Medical Clinic, Oceana


- Branch Medical Clinic, Dam Neck


- Branch Medical Clinic, Yorktown

· As  Product Line Leader, the senior EHO is responsible for  two teams, Environmental Health and Epidemiology, both of which are headed by environmental health officers.  The teams are described as follows:

· Environmental Health - The Environmental Health Team performs those programs deemed essential to maintain the safe and hygienic practices to preclude the potential for disease transmission and exposure to hazardous agents and conditions.  Programs included in this service are:  the Environmental Sanitation Inspection program, Potable Water and Ice Surveillance Sampling program, Shore and Afloat Assistance program, and Pest Control Surveillance program.  Environmental sanitation inspection programs include surveys of all foodservice establishments, swimming pools, gymnasiums, fitness centers, child care centers, home child care units, barber and beauty shops, barracks, vending machines and infectious waste disposal.  The Potable Water/Ice Surveillance Sampling program consists of routine ice sanitation surveillance, monitoring potable water to ensure compliance with applicable standards, and providing technical expertise to the Facilities Management Department in the area of water sanitation.  

· Epidemiology - The Epidemiology Team performs all surveillance and monitoring programs necessary to control those factors involved in the chain of communicable disease transmission.  Programs include disease outbreak investigations, syndromic surveillance of infectious disease for detecting a bioterrorist agent; Tuberculosis Control; Sexually Transmitted Disease; HIV/AIDS Counseling, Education, Tracking and Reporting; communicable disease surveillance, patient contact interviews and reporting; mass Immunization and general immunization monitoring; Rabies Control; Hepatitis Control; and Blood Bank Look-Back.  These programs consist primarily of collecting, interviewing and reporting disease incidents.  The purpose is to investigate disease outbreaks and contacts in order to control communicability of infectious agents and maintain personnel readiness.  Additionally, the Product Line provides counseling and education to patients with communicable diseases and ensures appropriate prophylaxis is provided.   Information is reported to cognizant civilian authorities.  

